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General Information and Disclosure Brochure
Rock City Investments, Inc. has been registered with the State of New York as an investment advisor since 2005.

Personnel

The President of Rock City Investments, Inc., and the only person managing investments or giving investment advice, is Stanley K. Dickson.  Born in 1953, Stan graduated from Colgate University in 1975 with a degree in Economics, and graduated from Brooklyn Law School with a Juris Doctor degree in 1981.  He is a member of the New York Bar as a non-practicing attorney.

Stan worked at Herkimer County Trust in Little Falls for 19 years, serving at various times as President, Chief Financial Officer and Director.  He is a graduate of the New York Bankers Association Management School in 1985, Stonier Graduate School of Banking in 1989, and the Professional Masters of Banking Program through Louisiana State University in 1997.  For the last 10 years at the bank, Stan was an investment officer working with a portfolio of up to $100 million consisting primarily of mortgage backed securities, municipal notes and bonds, and US Treasury and Agency securities.
Additionally, he served as Director of Business and Finance at Mohawk Valley Community College in Utica, New York from 2003-2004, and as Operations Manager for food distributor Atlantic International Products from 2004-2005, also located in Utica.  In 2005, he assumed his position as President of Rock City Investments, Inc.
He is currently a member of the City of Little Falls Urban Renewal Board, an officer of Little Falls Elks Lodge #42 and a member of the Board and Past President of the Little Falls Family YMCA.  Prior civic affiliations include East Herkimer County Industries, Canal Place Development Association, Herkimer County Drug Treatment Court, Utica Chapter of the American Red Cross, Herkimer Area Resource Center, and City of Little Falls Planning Board. 

Stan is a 1971 graduate of New Hartford Central High School, and has resided in Little Falls since 1983.

How We Operate (fees)

We engage only in investment advising and asset management; we do not directly provide other financial planning services.  We will, however, work with other professionals such as accountants, lawyers, financial planners, estate planners or insurance agents to help ensure our services fit appropriately into more comprehensive plans.  No additional fees are charged for working with these third parties.
As an investment advisor, we manage your account, or advise you on it, for a percentage of the assets under our management or advisement.  The annual fee ranges from 0.85% to 2.00%, according to a schedule as follows:  2.00% of assets up to $5,000, 1.75% of assets for the next $5,000 up to $10,000, 1.50% of assets for the next $5,000 up to $15,000, 1.25% of the next $10,000 of assets up to $25,000, 1.00% of the next $25,000 of assets up to $50,000, 0.95% the next $50,000 of assets up to $100,000, 0.90% of the next $400,000 of assets up to $500,000, and 0.85% of assets greater than $500,000.  This results, for example, in a weighted fee of 1.28% of assets for a $50,000 account, 1.11% of assets for a $100,000 account, 0.94% of assets for a $500,000 account, 0.87% of assets for a $2,000,000 account, and so on.  The fee is paid quarterly, at the start of each quarter, based on the asset level at the end of the prior quarter.
If you wish to terminate our association - and you can do so at any time by writing to the above address or calling the above number - any prepaid fees will be promptly refunded to you on a pro-rated basis.
In certain cases, with your prior approval, we may select and monitor other New York State registered money managers on your behalf.  When we do so, the other money managers pay us a portion of the fees generated by the referred clients; clients do not pay us directly for this service.
We have selected TD Ameritrade as our primary custodian and broker based on their costs, skills, reputation, dependability and compatibility with our business mode.  They provide you and us with brokerage and clearing services at competitive commissions per trade paid by you.  They also provide periodic account statements, and provide you and us with on-line access to your account information at no additional charge.  You are, however, free to select any broker you wish for implementation of our advice which may result in lower fees to you.
General Information

Our typical clients are individuals, but we will also work with pension plans, businesses, charities and trusts & estates.  We give advice on and can provide you with access to - but don’t necessarily recommend - all types of securities, ranging from stocks to bonds to mutual funds to commodities.  We engage in fundamental security analysis and what is commonly referred to as value investing.  Our main sources of information are independent non-investment banking firm research services, as well as financial newspapers and magazines, corporate rating services, annual and regulatory reports, and company press releases.  We specifically do not recommend market timing practices such as momentum investing and attempted identification of sectors or companies whose prices will move over the short term.  We strive to be investors rather than speculators.  
On occasion, we may buy or sell securities that we recommend to you. There is no conflict of interest as the securities we recommend are widely held and publicly traded and we are too small an advisor/investor to affect the market, and we always place your interests ahead of our own interests.

We review managed accounts on an on-going basis, with formal reviews from quarterly to annually as we may mutually agree upon, or as circumstances warrant.  You and we will receive periodic statements from our custodian; we don’t otherwise prepare regular reports for you.  You’ll get statements from your broker/dealers, mutual funds and other money managers, as appropriate.

We do not earn sales commissions by selling securities or insurance products. 

We do not compensate anyone, either directly or indirectly for client referrals.
We do not have a minimum size for client accounts.

If you ask us to manage your accounts on a discretionary basis, we limit our discretionary authority by prohibiting ourselves from withdrawing funds and/or securities from your accounts.  In addition, discretionary transactions are limited to stocks and bonds, options, mutual funds, government or agency or municipal securities, and investment grade corporate obligations. 
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